Member, Board of Supervisors City and County of San Francisco

District 2

MICHELA ALIOTO-PIER
June 11, 2010

The Honorable Gavin Newsom

Mayor of San Francisco
1 Dr. Catlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 200
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Edward IT Inn, 3155 Scott Street
Proposed Project Recommended by the Loan Committee

Dear Mayor Newsom:

I write concerning the proposal before you to convert the Edward II Inn to housing for
transition-age youth. By now, I know you have heard from neighbothood otganizations
including the Marina Community Association, Cow Hollow Association, Cow Hollow
Neighbors in Action, Matina Merchants Association and Union Street Merchants
Association. Without exception, these groups and hundreds of adjacent neighbors are
opposed to this project at this time.

Like them, I am opposed to the project as recommended by the Loan Committee,
and urge you not to approve it in its current form.

While the decision of whether to sign the loan documents is ultimately yours, my fear is
that the process so far has failed. I have no doubt that the intentions of the project
sponsots, housing advocates and setvice providers are genuine. In District 2, we have
welcomed young people of diverse backgrounds. Neighbors successfully fought school
district plans to move Newcomer High School out of Pacific Heights so young
immigrants could get the help they needed. We support any number of nonprofit
initiatives headquattered in the Presidio that work with all youth.

However, any project—whether private or City-funded—must meet basic standards of
meaningful community engagement and constructive public participation. This one has
not. Hete are just three examples:

e Neighbors fitst learned about the project from a police officer who spoke to the
property ownet, not from any official notification by the City.
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e Initially, the Mayor’s Office of Housing said members of the public could not
testify at the Loan Committee meeting where it made its recommendation. It took
my office to intervene before neighbors could be heard.

» No detailed service ot staffing plan has been prepared or circulated, which makes
it difficult to determine how this will impact the community.

I am a suppotter of housing for transition-age youth, and my strong belief is it must be in
safe neighborhoods to give these youth the best possible chance of success. In May, I
introduced legislation to change zoning at 800 Presidio Avenue because the Booker T.
Washington Community Services Center put forward a top notch plan. While there are
neighborhood concerns about patking, height and safety, that project has been in
ongoing discussions for yeats and a full Environmental Impact Report will be prepared.

I am confident the issues can be worked out because the process has been transparent,
data-driven and led by a community-based organization that has worked in this City and
in its neighborhood for decades.

I have worked publicly and internally with the Mayor’s Office of Housing and
community leaders to identify an appropsiate location in the Marina for such a project,
and 1 remain committed to wotking with MOH and the project sponsor to find one.
Concerns in the community, the San Francisco Police Department and the City
Attorney’s Office about the Bridge Motel led me to suggest converting the Bridge.

MOH sent me an extensive letter explaining the many reasons why converting the Bridge
Motel would not work. Police officers who walk the beat in this area believe that
locating youth and the Edward II right next to the Bridge Motel would endanger the
safety of residents and youth who may move into this site. Ensuring neighborhood
safety is a critical issue that must be resolved.

I know a decision not to proceed could create negative fiscal consequences for the
project sponsoss, and I hope we can devise 2 way to make everyone financially whole,
regardless of the outcome of this process.

On a personal note, I am convinced that a project put forward as a group housing site for
young adults must be accessible for young adults with disabilities. The proposal
approved by the Loan Committee contains one ground floor unit and some common
space, while limiting the ability of a tesident or staff member with a physical disability
from reaching the upper floors. Asking the first member of the Board of Supervisors
with a physical disability to support a project and change zoning laws when the project
will not setve all people equally is outrageous.



Letter to Mayor Newsom on 3155 Scott Street

June 11, 2010

If you have any questions about my position, please contact me directly. I value your
friendship, and service to District 2. I know we will make a decision that serves the best
interest of District 2 and all San Francisco.

Sincerely,

%ﬁ%\;

MICHELA ALIOTO-PIER
Supervisor for District Two

CcC: Steve Kawa, Mayot’s Chief of Staff

Douglas Shoemaker, Mayor’s Office of Housing

Mike Farrah, Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services
Loti Brooke, Cow Hollow Association

John Millar, Marina Community Association

Patricia Vaughey, Cow Hollow Neighbors in Action
Gail Gilman, Community Housing Partnership
Sherilyn Adams, Larkin Street Youth Setvices



